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EXAMPLE

RECEIVE "SWITCH” COMMAND
IDENTIFYING A NODE OF AN ITEM OF
CONTENT “Switch bones”

210

Y

DETERMINE TEXT ASSOCIATED WITH NODE
(OPTIONAL: INCLUDING ANY SUBNODES BELOW
THE NODE)

Normal. No signilicant osseous lesions.

220

\ 4

SELECT DETERMINED TEXT (OPTIONAL:

INCLUDING ANY SUB-NODE HEADINGS AND VASCULATURE: Normal. Limited views are unremarkable.
ASSOCIATED TE/\/U BONES: Normal. No significant osscous lesions)

OTHER: Normal. No additional imaging findings.

230

:_ _D_EZE_T_E_D_E}ER_ /‘Z[/T/E_D_ 7_-E_/\/_7-_: VASCULATURE: Normal. Limited views are unremarkable.
: (OPTIONAL) : BONES:
: : OTHLR: Normal. No additional imaging findings.
.. S |

| POSITION CURSOR FOR ENTRY OF TEXT |

| ASSOCIATED WITH THE NODF : VASCULATURE: Normal. Limited views are unremarkable.

|

| (OPTIONAL) I Bones: ]

[ : OTHLR: Normal. No additional imaging findings.

| 550 |
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Level 1 Node

Selection/Node begins after:

Operator (Inactive
if blank)

Bookmark

ALL CAPS {minimum chars)

Underlined (minimum chars)

characters

XML meta-data

<HEAD>

lection/N n t

next node at level

1

XML meta-data

</HEAD>

characters

lines

paragraphs

bookmark

Action for select iated tex

select text

delete text

replace text

Level 2 Node

Selection/Node begins after:

QOperator (Inactive
if blank)

Bookmark

ALL CAPS (minimum chars)

Underlined (minimum chars)

characters

XML meta-data

Selection/Node ends at

next node at level

XML meta-data

characters

lines

paragraphs

bookmark

ALLCAPS

Action for select iated tex

select text

delete text

replace text

Fig. 6
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1
VOICE COMMANDS FOR REPORT EDITING

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application claims the benefit of priority under 35
U.S.C. §119(e) of U.S. Provisional Application No. 61/821,
856, filed May 10, 2013, the disclosure of which is hereby
incorporated by reference herein in its entirety.

BACKGROUND

Inthe field of voice dictation, dictation software running on
a computer, such as a desktop computer, laptop computer,
tablet computer, and/or smartphone, may convert spoken
words of a user to text. Such software and various voice
dictation systems may utilize speech recognition methods
and/or processes to convert received audio input to textual
data. Further, such voice dictation software and systems may
receive commands via audio input which may be recognized
and converted to actions and/or other types of inputs, for
example, executing a computer application or selecting a
button in a computer application.

SUMMARY

The systems, methods, and devices described herein each
have several aspects, no single one of which is solely respon-
sible for its desirable attributes. Without limiting the scope of
this disclosure, several non-limiting features will now be
described briefly.

A voice command system is disclosed in which, according
to various embodiments, a user may select, delete, and/or
modify items of textual content associated with headings
and/or subheadings of a document by providing an input
including a command (or identifier) and an identifier (of a
heading and/or subheading of the document). The system
may recognize, via voice recognition software, the command
and the identifier. For example, the system may include rules
for determining a particular heading or subheading of the
document being referenced by the identifier. The system may
also include rules for identifying the textual content related to
the identified heading or subheading. Once the textual content
is identified, the system may automatically select or delete the
identified textual content, and/or place a cursor (for example,
a text input cursor) in a location where the deleted textual
content was previously located. Thus, the voice command
system may enable a user to easily and quickly select and/or
delete information associated with headings and/or subhead-
ings in a document.

Further, according to an embodiment, the system may rec-
ognize an identifier from the user (e.g., provided via a voice
command) including an identification of a heading and a
subheading. The system may then identify the heading in the
document, and then identify the subheading associated with
the identified heading within the document. Next, the system
may automatically modify the identified subheading of the
heading, as described above. This aspect of the voice com-
mand system may enable the user to select particular sub-
headings of'a heading in a document when, for example, other
subheadings of the same name, but located under different
headings, are included in the document.

Additionally, according to an embodiment, the system may
recognize an input from the user including an identification of
a subheading of a previously identified heading. The system
may then identify the subheading of the previously identified
heading in the document, and automatically modify the iden-
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tified subheading, as described above. This aspect of the voice
command system may enable the user to select a particular or
different subheading of a previously identified heading with-
out re-identifying the heading of the document when, for
example, other subheadings of the same name, but located
under different headings, are included in the document.

In various embodiments, the voice command system may
be usetul to, for example, physicians inputting and/or modi-
fying information in a medical report, and/or any other users
inputting and/or modifying textual information in any other
type of document.

According to an embodiment, a computing system is dis-
closed that comprises an electronic display configured to
display items of textual information, the items of textual
information including one or more headings; a microphone
configured to receive audio input from a user of the comput-
ing system; one or more computer processors in communica-
tion with the electronic display and the microphone and con-
figured to execute software instructions; and one or more
storage devices in communication with the one or more com-
puter processors and storing a rule set and software instruc-
tions configured for execution by the one or more computer
processors in order to cause the system to: display, on the
electronic display, the items oftextual information to the user;
receive, from the user via the microphone, an audio input
including at least a command and a heading identifier; in
response to receiving the command and the heading identifier,
determine, based on the rule set, a first item of textual infor-
mation following a heading associated with the heading iden-
tifier; and select, based on the rule set, the first item of textual
information.

According to another embodiment, a computer-imple-
mented method is disclosed that comprises, under direction of
one or more hardware processors configured with specific
software instructions, receiving, from a user interacting with
atextual record including one or more nodes, an input includ-
ing a command and a node identifier; and in response to
receiving the command: identifying, based on the node iden-
tifier, a node of the textual record associated with the node
identifier; determining a portion of the textual record related
to the identified node; and selecting the portion of the textual
record.

According to yet another embodiment, a computer-read-
able storage medium storing computer-executable instruc-
tions is disclosed that, when executed by a computer system,
configure the computer system to perform operations com-
prising: displaying, on an electronic display, a textual record
including one or more nodes and one or more subnodes;
receiving, from a user interacting with the textual record, an
input including a command and a identifier; and in response to
receiving the command: identifying, based on a set of rules
and the identifier, a node or subnode of the textual record
associated with the identifier; determining a portion of the
textual record related to the identified node or subnode; and
selecting the portion of the textual record.

According to another embodiment, a computer-imple-
mented method is disclosed that comprises, under direction of
one or more hardware processors configured with specific
software instructions, displaying, on an electronic display, a
textual record including one or more nodes and one or more
subnodes; receiving, from a user interacting with the textual
record, an input including a command, a node identifier, and
a subnode identifier; and in response to receiving the com-
mand: identifying, based on the node identifier, a node of the
textual record associated with the node identifier; identifying,
based on the subnode identifier, a subnode of the identified
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node, the subnode associated with the subnode identifier; and
determining a portion of the textual record related to the
identified subnode.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The following aspects of the disclosure will become more
readily appreciated as the same become better understood by
reference to the following detailed description, when taken in
conjunction with the accompanying drawings.

FIGS. 1A and 1B illustrate examples of medical reports in
different formats.

FIGS. 2A and 2B illustrate an example of a user using a
voice command system to select a portion of text in a medical
report via a voice command, according to an embodiment of
the present disclosure.

FIGS. 3A-3B and 4A-4F illustrate multiple examples of a
user using the voice command system to delete various por-
tions of text in a medical report via voice commands, accord-
ing to various embodiments of the present disclosure.

FIG. 5 is a flowchart illustrating an example method of the
voice command system, according to an embodiment of the
present disclosure.

FIG. 6 illustrates an example rule set of the voice command
system, according to an embodiment of the present disclo-
sure.

FIG. 7A illustrates an example of a user using the voice
command system to select portions of text associated with
subnodes in a medical report via a voice command, according
to an embodiment of the present disclosure.

FIG. 7B illustrates example command formats for select-
ing subnodes with the voice command system, according to
various embodiments of the present disclosure.

FIG. 8 illustrates another example of a user using the voice
command system to select portions of text associated with
subnodes in a medical report via a voice command, according
to an embodiment of the present disclosure.

FIG. 9 is a block diagram showing various components of
the voice command system, according to various embodi-
ments of the present disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Overview

As mentioned above, the systems and methods of a voice
command system discussed herein may provide, among other
features, voice commands that allow a user to more efficiently
and easily edit documents, such as medical reports having
multiple sections and/or headings. For example, in response
to a particular voice command, a software application in
which a document is open may select an entire section of text
in the document that is associated with the voice command,
such as text following a heading. Various examples of this
functionality are described below.

Using the voice command system (also referred to as “the
system”), according to various embodiments, a user may
select, delete, and/or modify items of textual content associ-
ated with headings and/or subheadings of a document by
providing an input including a command (or identifier) and an
identifier of a heading and/or subheading. The system may
recognize, via voice recognition software, the command and
the identifier. For example, the system may include rules for
determining a particular heading/subheading of the document
being referenced by the identifier. The system may also
include rules for identifying the textual content related to the
identified heading/subheading. Once the textual content is
identified, the system may automatically select or delete the
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4

identified textual content, and/or place a cursor (for example,
a text input cursor) in a location where the deleted textual
content was previously located. The voice command system
may enable a user to easily and quickly select and/or delete
information associated with headings and/or subheadings in a
document.

Further, according to an embodiment and as mentioned
above, the system may recognize an input from the user
including an identification of a heading and a subheading.
The system may then identify the heading in the document,
and then identify the subheading of the heading in the docu-
ment. Next, the system may automatically modify the iden-
tified subheading of the heading, as described above. This
aspect of the voice command system may enable the user to
select particular subheadings of a heading in a document
when, for example, other subheadings of the same name, but
located under different headings, are included in the docu-
ment.

Additionally, according to an embodiment, the system may
recognize an input from the user including an identification of
a subheading of a previously identified heading. The system
may then identify the subheading of the previously identified
heading in the document, and automatically modify the iden-
tified subheading, as described above. This aspect of the voice
command system may enable the user to selected a particular
or different subheading of a previously identified heading
without re-identifying the heading of the document when, for
example, other subheadings of the same name, but located
under different headings, are included in the document.

In various embodiments, as mentioned above, the voice
command system may be useful to, for example, physicians
inputting and/or modifying information in a medical report,
and/or any other users inputting and/or modifying textual
information in any other type of document. While many ofthe
examples and figures of the present disclosure describe the
voice command system in the context of medicine and medi-
cal report review and editing, the systems and methods
described have equal applicability to any number of other
fields and, thus, references herein to such medical applica-
tions may be interpreted to cover any other field and/or appli-
cations.

In various embodiments, the system may or may not dis-
play the textual content to the user as the user interacts with
the textual content. Whether or not the textual content is
displayed to the user (on, for example, an electronic display)
may be determined on, for example, one or more rules and/or
a preferences of the user.

Terms

In order to facilitate an understanding of the systems and
methods discussed herein, a number of terms are defined
below. The terms defined below, as well as other terms used
herein, should be construed to include the provided defini-
tions, the ordinary and customary meaning of the terms, and/
or any other implied meaning for the respective terms. Thus,
the definitions below do not limit the meaning of these terms,
but only provide exemplary definitions.

Node: A portion or section of an item of content. Generally
a node, or nodes, in an item of content define a first level in a
hierarchical organization of the item of content. A node may
or may not include one or more subnodes. For example, in the
context of an item of textual content, such as a document,
form, report, article, and/or the like, where the textual content
is organized into sections (the sections being a first level of
hierarchical organization), each section may be a node. Gen-
erally, a node ends at the beginning of another node or the end
of'the item of content. The terms “node,” and “section” may
be used interchangeably in the present disclosure.
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Subnode: A sub-portion or subsection of a node of an item
of content. Generally a subnode, or subnodes, in an item of
content define a second level in a hierarchical organization of
the item of content. A subnode may include sub-subnodes
(and sub-subnodes may include sub-sub-subnodes, etc.),
which may define further levels of hierarchical organization
of the item of content. For example, in the context of an item
of textual content (as described above), where the sections of
the textual content are organized into subsections (the sub-
sections being a second level of hierarchical organization),
each subsection may be a subnode. Generally, a subnode ends
at the beginning of another subnode or the end of the parent
node ofthe subnode. The terms “subnode,” “subsection,” and
“level 2 node” may be used interchangeably in the present
disclosure.

Heading: An item of information that indicates a beginning
of' a node. For example, in the context of an item of textual
content (as described above), a node may be identified by an
associated heading and/or title. In general, a heading may be
used as an identifier of a particular node, and may be a string
of'text (e.g., one or more words) that may be read verbally by
a user of the system to identify the particular node. Also,
generally, content (for example, textual content) associated
with a heading follows the heading (for example, such content
may begin after, to the right or left of, below, and/or on a new
line after the heading). The terms “heading,” “header,” and
“title” may be used interchangeably in the present disclosure.

Subheading: An item of information that indicates a begin-
ning of a subnode. For example, as with headings and nodes,
in the context of an item of textual content (as described
above), a subnode may be identified by an associated sub-
heading. In general, a subheading may be used as an identifier
of a particular subnode, and may be a string of text (e.g., one
or more words) that may be read verbally by a user of the
system to identify the particular subnode. Also, generally,
content (for example, textual content) associated with a sub-
heading follows the subheading (for example, such content
may begin after, to the right or left of, below, and/or on a new
line after the subheading). The terms “subheading” and “sub-
header” may be used interchangeably in the present disclo-
sure.

Figures

Embodiments of the disclosure will now be described with
reference to the accompanying figures, wherein like numerals
refer to like elements throughout. The terminology used in the
description presented herein is not intended to be interpreted
in any limited or restrictive manner, simply because it is being
utilized in conjunction with a detailed description of certain
specific embodiments of the disclosure. Furthermore,
embodiments of the disclosure may include several novel
features, no single one of which is solely responsible for its
desirable attributes or which is essential to practicing the
embodiments of the disclosure herein described.

FIGS. 1A and 1B illustrate examples of medical reports in
different formats that may be used in conjunction with the
voice command system. FIG. 1A illustrates an example medi-
cal report in a first format in which each of the headings (e.g.,
PROCEDURE, COMPARISON, INDICATIONS, TECH-
NIQUE, FINDINGS, CONCLUSION) and subheadings
(e.g., NASOPHARYNX, ORAL CAVITY, OROPHARYNX,
HYPOPHARYNX, etc.) are in a particular format (e.g., all
caps and followed by a colon) and followed by the radiolo-
gist’s comments regarding each of those items. FIG. 1B illus-
trates another example medical report in a second format in
which the headings and subheadings are in the same format as
in FIG. 1A (e.g., all caps and followed by a colon), but the
radiologist’s comments are on a next line of the report docu-
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ment. In general, the voice command system may be used
with textual content in various different formats (for example,
in which heading/subheadings are in different formats), for
example the example medical reports of FIGS. 1A and 1B
described above.

As described above, dictation software running on a com-
puter, such as a desktop computer, laptop computer, tablet
computer, and/or smartphone, may convert spoken words of a
user to text and/or command. Such software and various voice
dictation systems may utilize speech recognition methods
and/or processes to convert received audio input to textual
data, actions, recognizable commands (for example, execut-
ing a computer application or selecting a button in a computer
application), and/or other types of inputs. Dictation software
may allow a user to select a particular word or phrase using a
command such as “select oral cavity” in order to cause the
software application to select the text “oral cavity”. Similarly,
if a user wishes to select text associated with a particular
heading, the speech recognition typically requires the user to
speak a command such as “select CT images were created
without intravenous contrast material” in order to have the
software application select the text associated with the
TECHNIQUE heading (see FIGS. 1A and 1B).

As described herein, the voice command system may
include existing dictation software and/or a customized pro-
prietary dictation software that may be re-programmed and/
or modified to recognize commands that allow easier selec-
tion and/or modification of text associated with one or more
headings (and/or subheadings) by a user. In another embodi-
ment, the voice command system may be a standalone piece
of software that includes voice recognition capabilities and
the functionality described herein. FIGS. 2A-2B, 3A-3B, and
4 A-4F illustrate examples of a user using the voice command
system to select and/or modify portions of text associated
with headings/subheading in a medical report via a voice
command, according to various embodiments of the present
disclosure.

Examples of Selecting/Deleting Content

Turning to FIG. 2A, an example medical report with
sample radiologist comments is displayed. In this example
medical report, the term “bones” is included at two locations:
location 210 as part of the radiologist findings with reference
to the SKULL BASE subheading, and at location 220 as a
subheading itself. In an embodiment, the voice command
system (for example, the modified dictation software) recog-
nizes a command that determines whether or not an identifier
associated with the command is a heading/subheading (e.g.
“bones” at 220 is a subheading, while “bones™ at 210 is not a
heading or subheading) and allows selection of text associ-
ated with the heading/subheading without requiring the user
to speak the entire associated text. For example, FIG. 2B
illustrates the sample report of FIG. 2A after a user has
provided a “switch” command, where the “switch” command
is discussed herein as an illustrative command terminology
associated with functionality discussed herein. In other
embodiments, the term “switch” may be replaced with any
other term. For ease of discussion, however, the term “switch”
is used herein. The switch command may be configured in
this embodiment to identity a heading or subheading associ-
ated with one or more identifiers spoken after the command
(e.g., the command syntax may be “<command> <identi-
fier(s)>"") and to select the text associated with the heading/
subheading (rather than the heading/subheading itself). As
shown in FIG. 2B, after the user provides the command
“switch bones” (where “switch” is the command and “bones”
is the identifier), the system may identify the BONES sub-
heading at location 220 (and ignore the term “bones” at loca-
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tion 210), and then select the text 230 associated with the
BONES subheading. With the text 230 selected, the user may
then provide replacement text via voice recognition, key-
board, and/or other input device. As used herein, “command”
may refer to a word or words that indicates an action to be
performed (e.g., “switch™) upon an identifier that follows the
command (e.g., “bones”), or a “command” may refer to a
combination of a word or words that indicates and action to be
performed and the associated identifier (e.g., the command
“switch bones™). In various embodiments discussed herein,
identifiers may be associated with various document compo-
nents and referred to as particular types of identifiers, such as
“heading identifier,” “subheading identifier,” “node identi-
fier,” “subnode identifier,” and/or the like.

FIG. 3A illustrates the same sample report as FIG. 2A, but
in this embodiment the system is configured such that the
switch command not only causes selection of text associated
with a provided heading/subheading, but to also delete that
selected text. For example, as shown in FIG. 3B, after the user
provides the “switch bones” command, the system may locate
the BONES subheading and remove or delete the text asso-
ciated with the BONES subheading. In one embodiment, the
system, after removing the selected text, may place the cursor
in the previous location of the selected text such that the user
may then provide replacement text at that location (as
described above). In an embodiment, deleted text may be
copied and/or placed in a clipboard of the system and/or
another operating system in which the voice command sys-
tem executes.

In an embodiment, the system is configured to determine a
heading level in order to determine a particular item of text to
select (and/or delete). For example, in the embodiment of
FIG. 4A, the headings PROCEDURE, COMPARISON,
INDICATIONS, TECHNIQUE, FINDINGS, and CONCLU-
SION, may be considered section headings, while the sub-
headings NASOPHARYNX, ORAL CAVITY, OROPHAR-
YNX, etc., below the FINDINGS heading may each be
considered subheadings to the FINDINGS heading. When the
user provides the command “SWITCH FINDINGS”, the sys-
tem may locate the FINDINGS heading at location 410. The
system may then determine that the FINDINGS heading is
associated with multiple subheadings (e.g., NASOPHAR-
YNX, ORAL CAVITY, OROPHARYNX, etc.). Accordingly,
in response to the “switch findings” command, the system
may select and/or delete any text from the FINDINGS head-
ing to anext heading or the end of the document (for example,
including all of the subheadings below the indicated FIND-
INGS heading). As shown in FIG. 4B, each of the subhead-
ings following the FINDINGS heading (or contained within
the FINDINGS node) have been deleted in response to the
“switch findings” command. Depending on the embodiment,
the “switch” command may be configured to cause the system
to select and/or delete all text and/or subheadings associated
with an indicated heading.

In various embodiments, a voice command for selecting/
deleting subheadings of an indicated heading may be difter-
ent than the voice command for selecting/deleting only text
associated with the heading and subheadings. For example, as
shown in FIG. 4C, a FINDINGS heading 420 includes vari-
ous subheadings with associated text (as with FIG. 4A). In the
embodiment of FIG. 4C, in response to a command 422
identifying the FINDINGS heading (for example, “switch
findings™), the system may delete only text associated with
each of the subheadings of the selected heading, as shown in
FIG. 4D, rather than the subheadings and the text associated
with the subheadings (as in FIGS. 4A-4B). Such a configu-
ration may be desirable when, for example, a physician plans
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to re-enter and/or edit information associated with each (or
some) of the subheadings. Additionally, in an embodiment
the system may include a different command, for example
“switchtext” shown at 424, that may cause selection/deletion
of'only textual content associated with the subheadings of the
indicated heading, rather than all content from the indicated
heading to a next heading (as in FIGS. 4A-4B).

In various embodiments, the system may be configured
with a voice command for selecting/deleting only text asso-
ciated with a heading (or subheading). For example, as shown
in FIG. 4E, a FINDINGS heading 420 includes associated
text (e.g., “All finding are normal.”) in addition to the various
subheadings (as with FIG. 4A). In the embodiment of FIG.
4E, the system may include a command, for example “switch-
headingtext,” that may cause selection/deletion of only tex-
tual content associated with the identified heading, as shown
in FIG. 4F, rather than all content from the indicated heading
to a next heading (as in FIGS. 4A-4B).

In various embodiments the system may further be config-
ured to automatically replace an item of selected text with a
different item of text (for example, from a system clipboard).
Example Methods Performed by the System

FIG. 5 is a flowchart illustrating an embodiment of a
method of selecting and/or deleting text of a medical report
(and/or any other document having multiple headings, sec-
tions, and/or other nodes). In an embodiment, the method of
FIG. 5 may be performed by a computing device on which a
medical report is read by a radiologist, physician, or other
individual. In an embodiment, the method of FIG. 5 may be
performed by a computing device such as computing device
150 (described in reference to FIG. 9 below). FIG. 5 also
illustrates an example of each block to the right of the flow-
chart blocks. These examples are illustrative only and do not
limit the scope of the method to the particular example shown.
Depending on the embodiment, the method may include
fewer or additional blocks and/or the blocks may be per-
formed in an order that is different than illustrated.

Beginning at block 510, the system may receive a “switch”
command that includes one or more identifiers associated
with anode (for example, a heading) of an item of content (for
example, a report and/or other document). As described
above, the “switch” command is illustrative. “Switch” may be
replaced with any other terminology in various embodiments.
In an embodiment, a combination of an existing command,
such as “select”, and another input (for example, a key press
and/or other input) may perform the functionality described
herein with reference to the “switch” command. For example,
in an embodiment the user may indicate a “switch” command
by holding down a CTRL key on a keyboard while the user
speaks “select”.

Inthe example of FIG. 5, nodes and subnodes are discussed
in order to illustrate the functionality discussed elsewhere
with reference to headings and subheadings, which may be
more broadly applied to any document that has some organi-
zational and/or hierarchical structure, such as an outline, an
XML document, and/or the like. For example, as described
above, a node or subnode may be any content identified,
typically with the subnode being below a node in a hierarchi-
cal organization. Additional hierarchical levels may also be
used, such as one or more sub-subnodes that may exist below
a subnode.

Inthe example provided in FIG. 5, at block 510 the user has
enunciated “switch bones” where switch is the command and
“bones” is the identifier associated with a node or subnode. In
various embodiments, a node (or heading) associated with the
identifier (or indicated heading/node/subheading/subnode)
may be determined based on one or more heading (or node/
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subheading/subnode) identification rules. The heading (or
node/subheading/subnode) identification rules may be
included in one or more rule sets, stored in a rules database,
and executed by a rules engine, as described below.

Moving to block 520, the system may determine text asso-
ciated with the indicated node. For example, when the indi-
cated node is a subheading, the radiologist description asso-
ciated with that subheading may be identified at block 520.
However, when the indicated node is a heading, e.g., having
one or more associated subheadings, the text of the subhead-
ing (if any) as well as the radiologists descriptions associated
with those subheadings may all be identified at block 520. In
an embodiment, when the identifier identifies a node having
one or more subnodes, the subnode identifiers are not identi-
fied at block 520 (as described above with respect to FIGS.
4C-4D). For example, in the example of the medical report of
FIG. 4A, the identified node is FINDINGS, the text associ-
ated with the subnodes may be identified at block 520, but not
the actual subnode identifiers, such as “NASOPHARYNX:”,
“ORAL CAVITY:”, “HYPOPHARYNX:”, etc. In this
embodiment, the subnode identifiers may be maintained in
the document so that the user can more easily provide replace-
ment descriptions for those subnodes.

In various embodiments, the determination of text associ-
ated with the indicated node may be determined based on one
or more selection (or text selection) rules. The selection rules
may be included in one or more rule sets, stored in a rules
database, and executed by a rules engine, as described below.

Next, at block 530 the text identified at block 520 may be
selected. Further, at optional block 540 the selected text may
be deleted. As described above, in various embodiments the
identified text is selected and not deleted, while in others the
selected text is deleted. Accordingly, in some embodiments
block 540 would not be performed. In some embodiments
other actions may be taken with respect to the selected text.
For example, the selected text may be replaced with other
textual information. In various embodiments, an action taken
with respect to the selected text (for example, deletion) may
be determined based on one or more selected text action rules.
The selected text action rules may be included in one or more
rule sets, stored in a rules database, and executed by a rules
engine, as described below.

At optional block 550, the cursor may be positioned for
entry of text associated with the identified node (for example,
at the location where the determined text was selected and/or
deleted).

In some embodiments, the medical report (or other textual
information) may or may not be displayed to a user. For
example, the user may interface with the system by providing
commands to select, replace, and/or delete nodes, subnodes,
and/or other textual information without viewing the textual
information. Such an example may be useful to, for example,
a physician who is very familiar with a particular type of
medical report, and who may be able, through experience, to
interact with the medical form without viewing the medical
form (or only viewing the medical form after the form is
completed). Accordingly, various embodiments described
above may enable a user to interact with textual information
without the textual information being displayed to the user
(for example, on an electronic display). In some embodi-
ments, the user may select whether or not they want to view
the textual information, and/or system may determine
whether or not to display the textual information based on one
or more user preferences or rules (for example, rules based on
atype of the textual information, a type of the user, a location
at which the user interacts with the textual information, and/
or the like).
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Example Rule Sets

FIG. 6 illustrates a sample rule set of the voice command
system, according to an embodiment. The rule set of FIG. 6
may be customized by, for example, a software provider
and/or a system user. The rule set may be customized on a
per-user and/or per-user group basis. In an embodiment, the
rule set defines nodes and how text associated with nodes may
be treated in response to receiving the “switch” (or other)
command. In various embodiments, the rules/rule set may be
provided in any other format and may include fewer or addi-
tional customizations. Rules may be stored in any suitable
data store. For example, rules and/or the rule set may be stored
in a Rules Database (as described below in reference to FIG.
9). Further, as described below the rule set may be executed
by a rules engine of the system, and/or the system may
include multiple rule sets.

As shown in the example of FIG. 6, the rule set may include
rules 610 associated with Level 1 Nodes and rules 630 asso-
ciated with Level 2 Nodes (for example, subnodes). Depend-
ing on the embodiment, the nodes may be associated with
different document properties or sections. For example, with
reference to the medical report of FIGS. 2A and 2B, level 1
nodes may include PROCEDURE, COMPARISON, INDI-
CATIONS, TECHNIQUE, and FINDINGS, while level 2
nodes may include NASOPHARYNX, ORAL CAVITY,
OROPHARYNX, HYPOPHARYNX, LARYNX, SINUSES,
NECK GLANDS, LYMPH NODES, SCHOOL BASE, VAS-
CULATURE, BONES, and OTHER. Additionally, other
node levels may be included on such a medical report. In other
document types, the node levels may be associated with other
types of data in other configurations. For example, an XML
schema may include several nodes indicating hierarchy of
various data items.

In the example of FIG. 6, the rules 610 may include three
general rules (shown in the middle column), namely, “selec-
tion/node begins after,” “selection/node ends at,” and “action
for selected/associated text.”” The “selection/node begins
after” and “selection/node ends at” rules of the rules 610 may
define how text associated with nodes is identified in a par-
ticular document (these types of rules may be referred to as
selection rules or text selection rules). The example level 1
node rules 610 indicate that text associated with alevel 1 node
begins after text including a minimum of 3 capitalized char-
acters followed by a colon (e.g., “TECHNIQUE:”, but not
“CT:”). The rules 610 further indicate that the text associated
with the node continues until the next node at level 1. Accord-
ingly, if there are multiple level 2 nodes after the 3 capitalized
characters followed by a colon before a next level 1 node, the
lower-level nodes (e.g., subheadings in the medical reports of
FIGS. 3A and 3B) are part of the selection area. The rules 610
further indicate that level 1 node text may begin after the
XML metadata “<HEAD>" and end at the XML metadata
“</HEAD>".

The “action for selected/associated text” rules of the rules
610 may indicate actions to be taken with respect to the
selected text (these types of rules may be referred to as
selected text action rules). For example, the rules 610 indicate
that that the selected text is to be selected, but not deleted. In
an embodiment, the rules 610 may indicate that the selected
text is to be replaced with other textual information, and/or
any other action with respect to the selected text may be taken.

As shown in the table of FIG. 6, according to various
embodiments, various other criteria may be used to determine
which text may be selected in response to a “switch” com-
mand. For example, a length of selected text may be set to a
particular number of characters, lines, or paragraphs. Accord-
ingly, a user (and/or software provider) may determine that
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node text is best identified by continuing from after a node
identifier until the end of the paragraph of text. Furthermore,
bookmarks may be used to identify the beginning and/or end
of text associated with a node. Thus, a form designer (e.g. a
designer of a template medical report that is to be completed
by radiologists) may embed bookmarks after each node iden-
tifier and before subsequent node identifiers so that text in
between the node identifiers may be selected in response to a
“switch” command. The rules of FIG. 6 also allow a user
(and/or software provider) to define whether selected text/text
associated with the node is to be automatically selected,
deleted, or replaced.

The level 2 node rules 630 may have properties similar to,
but may include values different from, those of the level 1
node rules 610. In the example of FIG. 6, the format of a node
identifier for a level 2 node may differ from the format of a
node identifier for a level 1 node (or other level node). Fur-
thermore, actions taken with text associated with a selected
level 2 node may differ from actions taken with reference to
selected text at other node levels. Additionally, in various
embodiments additional rules may be defined in relation to
further levels of nodes.

In various embodiment, as described above, the rule set
may further include heading (or node/subheading/subnode)
identification rules that may be used to determine a heading
(or node/subheading/subnode) associated with an identifier
provided by the user.

Additional Examples of Selecting/Deleting Content

FIG. 7A illustrates an example of a user using the voice
command system to select portions of text associated with
specific subnodes of nodes in a medical report via a voice
command, according to an embodiment of the present disclo-
sure. The example medical report 702 of FIG. 7 includes
findings related to both a left kidney and a right kidney, where
the findings associated with each of the left and right kidney
have similar names (for example, “Length,” “Collecting Sys-
tem,” and “Parenchyma”). In the example medical report 702,
there are three levels of nodes. The first level includes “PRO-
CEDURE”, “COMPARISON,” etc. The second level (under
FINDINGS) includes “Left Kidney” and “Right Kidney.” The
third level (under either Left or Right Kidney) includes
“Length,” “Collecting System,” and “Parenchyma.” As
described above, a user may select text associated with any of
the nodes, subnodes, and/or sub-subnodes by providing a
command (e.g., “switch”) and an identifier (e.g., “Left Kid-
ney”). However, in many cases multiple nodes, subnodes,
and/or sub-subnodes may have the same name/identifier (e.g.,
the name is not unique). For example, in example medical
report 702, the identifier “Length” applies to both Left and
Right Kidney. In the context of medical reports on patients,
other such examples may include: a “collecting system” of
each kidney; a “hilum” of each lung; an “origin” of the left
carotid artery, right carotid artery, and left vertebral artery; an
“origin” of different coronary arteries, etc. Accordingly, in an
embodiment additional information may be provided by the
user to the system to enable the system to differentiate among
common and/or similar identifiers in nodes, subnodes, sub-
subnodes, etc. of a document.

According to the example embodiment of FIG. 7A, a user
may provide a command and two or more identifiers that
identify relevant hierarchical nodes (e.g., a node and a subn-
ode) of interest to the user. For example, the user may speak
“switch leftkidney collecting system” which may correlateto
“<command> <identifier_firstlevel> <identifier_sec-
ondlevel>” or in this example, “<command> <subnode>
<sub-subnode>". Accordingly, as shown in example report
704, the system may select the text associated with the iden-
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tified sub-subnode. Selection, deletion, and/or modification
of selected text may occur as described above (for example,
according to a rule set). As another example, the user may
speak “switch right kidney collecting system”, as shown in
FIG.7A, and the system may select the relevant text as shown
in example report 706.

In an embodiment, when a node contains subnodes (or a
subnode contains sub-subnodes), in response to receiving a
command identifying a node (or subnode), but not an associ-
ated subnode (or sub-subnode), the system may automati-
cally select/determine a subnode (or sub-subnode) to select.
For example, in the example of FIG. 7A, in response to a
command “switch left kidney” the system may automatically
select the text associated with a default sub-subnode of the
subnode “left kidney”, for example, the “Length” sub-subn-
ode. In an embodiment, the system may select a first listed
subnode (or sub-subnode) of an identified node (or subnode).
In another embodiment, the system may select a particular
subnode (or sub-subnode) of an identified node (or subnode)
based on a rule or other criteria, for example, a most fre-
quently identified subnode (or sub-subnode), among others.

In an embodiment the system may receive commands and
identifiers from the user in different formats. For example, the
user may speak “SWITCH collecting system OF left kidney”
or “SWITCH origin OF left vertebral artery”. Examples of
various formats for command/identifiers are shown in FIG.
7B. The example identifiers in commands 710 and 712 are
similar to those described above. The example identifiers of
command 714 are more generalized in format. In this
example the nodelevell_Name and nodel.evel2_Name may
correspond to a node and subnode, respectively. Alterna-
tively, the nodeLevell_Name and nodel.evel2_Name may
correspond to a subnode and sub-subnode, respectively.
Additionally, the combinations of command and identifiers
may be generalized to arbitrary levels of nodes, as shown in
the example identifiers of command 716.

FIG. 8 illustrates another example of a user using the voice
command system to select portions of text associated with
specific subnodes of nodes in a medical report via a voice
command, according to an embodiment of the present disclo-
sure. The example medical reports 801, 802, and 803 are
similar to the example medical reports of FIG. 7. In the
example of FIG. 8 the user may first specify, while example
report 801 is displayed, a particular item as described above in
reference to FIG. 7 (for example, “switch left kidney collect-
ing system”), which causes the FINDINGS/LEFT KIDNEY/
Collecting System sub-subnode (or level 3 node) to be
selected, as shown in report 802. Then, when the user desires
to select a different sub-subnode within the Left Kidney sub-
node, the user may simply specify the sub-subnode of interest
by speaking, for example, “switch length” (see example
report 803; alternatively the system may use a different com-
mand for the functionality presently described). In this
example, even though the report contains two sub-subnodes
with the identifier “Length,” when the user previously speci-
fied a particular one of the two relevant subnodes (e.g., Left
Kidney) the system may automatically determine that the
subnode desired is the one that was previously specified.
Accordingly, in an embodiment, when a user provides a com-
mand and identifier to the system, the system may first deter-
mine whether any subnodes/sub-subnodes of the current (for
example, previously specified or currently edited) node/sub-
node matches the specified identifier. If so, the system may
select that matched subnode/sub-subnode. If not, the system
may then determine whether any subnodes/sub-subnodes of
any other node/subnode matches the specified identifier. If so,
the system may select that matched subnode/sub-subnode of
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a different node/subnode. Alternatively, the system may
determine whether any other node, subnode, or sub-subnode
in the document matches the identifier.

According to various embodiments, the voice command
system may enable a user to easily and quickly select and/or
delete information associated with headings and/or subhead-
ings in a document. Further, the voice command system may
enable the user to select particular subheadings of a heading
in a document when, for example, other subheadings of the
same name, but located under different headings, are included
in the document. Additionally, the voice command system
may enable the user to selected a particular or different sub-
heading of a previously identified heading without re-identi-
fying the heading of the document when, for example, other
subheadings of the same name, but located under different
headings, are included in the document. The voice command
system may be useful to, for example, physicians inputting
and/or modifying information in a medical report, and/or any
other users inputting and/or modifying textual information in
any other type of document.

Example Computing Systems

FIG.91s ablock diagram which shows various components
of the voice command system, according to various embodi-
ments of the present disclosure. FIG. 9 shows a system 100
(for example, the voice command system) that may be used to
accomplish the various systems and methods described
herein. As shown, the system 100 may include a computing
device 150 and may include various other optional, special-
ized computerized systems. For example, the system 100 may
include the following optional components: a server 170, a
rules database 171, an MRI Scanner 120, a CT Scanner 122,
a Picture Archiving and Communication System (PACS Sys-
tem) 136, a PACS Workstation 138, a Digital Pathology Sys-
tem 146, a Radiology Information System 140, a Computer
Aided Diagnosis device or system 148, an Electronic Medical
Record (EMR) device or system 142, a 3D Processing System
149, and a Laboratory Information System 144. Each of the
components of the system 100 may be in communication via
a computer network 190 (which is described in further detail
below).

The computing device 150 may take various forms. In one
embodiment, the computing device 150 may be a computer
workstation having modules 151, such as software modules
that provide the functionality described above with reference
to the various figures. Modules 151 of the computing device
150 may include a voice command module 157 and/or a rules
engine 158. The voice command module 157 may for
example, receive and/or process voice commands and iden-
tifiers received by the system from the user. The voice com-
mand module 157 may include various speech recognition
capabilities to translate spoken language or oral speech into
textual data and/or actions, as described above. The rules
engine 158 may operate in conjunction with the voice com-
mand module 157 to perform the various aspects of the voice
command system described above. For example, the rules
engine 158 may receive the translated language and may
determine, based on the rule set(s) (received and/or accessed
from, for example, the rules database 171) whether particular
spoken words are commands and/or identifiers. Identification
of commands (possibly including one or more identifiers), as
described above, as well as the selection criteria and actions to
take may be defined by the rule set(s). Further the rules engine
158 may compare the received spoken input to the document
or report (or other item of content) with which the user is
interacting to determine particular nodes/subnodes/sub-sub-
nodes and text associated with those particular nodes/subn-
odes/sub-subnodes.
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In another embodiment the modules 151 of the computing
device 150 may further include, for example, a command
interpretation module (that may determine what command is
provided and any associated identifiers and/or other oper-
ands), and/or a “switch” command module (that implements
the “switch” command, such as in accordance with a rule set,
such as provided in FIG. 6), among other modules. In other
embodiments, one or more of the modules 151 may reside on
another computing device, such as the server 170, such that
processing that is performed by the modules 151 may be
performed by the computing device 150, the server 170, and/
or another computing device, and/or any combination of
computing devices, depending on the embodiment.

Additionally, as described below, the software modules
151 may include various software instructions, code, logic
instructions, and/or the like that may be executed by one or
more processors 152 to accomplish the functionality
described above.

Rules and/or rule sets may be stored in the rules database
171, and may be accessible by the computing device 150 via,
for example, the computer network 190. In various embodi-
ments the rules database 171 may be a file, table, data store,
and/or other electronic structure capable of holding rules
and/or rule sets as described above in reference to FIGS. 5-6.
The rules database 171 may include various rules and/or rule
sets (for example, heading identification rules, selection
rules, and/or selected text action rules) that be used by the
system to determine nodes or headings associated with an
identifier, text associated with an identified node, and/or
actions to be taken with respect to selected text (as all
described above). In an embodiment, the rules and/or rule sets
may be stored locally in a data store of the computing device
150.

In one embodiment, the computing device 150 comprises a
server, a desktop computer, a workstation, a Picture
Archiving and Communication System (PACS) workstation,
a laptop computer, a mobile computer, a smartphone, a tablet
computer, a cell phone, a personal digital assistant, a gaming
system, a kiosk, an audio player, any other device that utilizes
a graphical user interface, including office equipment, auto-
mobiles, airplane cockpits, household appliances, automated
teller machines, self-service checkouts at stores, information
and other kiosks, ticketing kiosks, vending machines, indus-
trial equipment, and/or a television, for example.

The computing device 150 may run an off-the-shelf oper-
ating system 154 such as a Windows, Linux, MacOS,
Android, or i0S, or mobile versions of such operating sys-
tems. The computing device 150 may also run a more spe-
cialized operating system which may be designed for the
specific tasks performed by the computing device 150, or any
other available operating system.

The computing device 150 may include one or more com-
puting processors 152. The processors 152 may include cen-
tral processing units (CPUs), and may further include dedi-
cated processors such as graphics processor chips, or other
specialized processors. The processors generally are used to
execute computer instructions based on the information dis-
play software modules 151 to cause the computing device to
perform operations as specified by the modules 151. The
modules 151 may include, by way of example, components,
such as software components, object-oriented software com-
ponents, class components and task components, processes,
functions, attributes, procedures, subroutines, segments of
program code, drivers, firmware, microcode, circuitry, data,
databases, data structures, tables, arrays, and variables. For
example, modules may include software code written in a
programming language, such as, for example, Java, JavaS-
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cript, ActionScript, Visual Basic, HTML, Lua, C, C++, or C#.
While “modules™ are generally discussed herein with refer-
ence to software, any modules may alternatively be repre-
sented in hardware or firmware. Generally, the modules
described herein refer to logical modules that may be com-
bined with other modules or divided into sub-modules despite
their physical organization or storage.

The computing device 150 may also include memory 153.
The memory 153 may include volatile data storage such as
RAM or SDRAM. The memory 153 may also include more
permanent forms of storage such as a hard disk drive, a flash
disk, flash memory, a solid state drive, or some other type of
non-volatile storage.

The computing device 150 may also include or be inter-
faced to one or more display devices 155 that provide infor-
mation to the users. Display devices 155 may include a video
display, such as one or more high-resolution computer moni-
tors, or a display device integrated into or attached to a laptop
computer, handheld computer, smartphone, computer tablet
device, or medical scanner. In other embodiments, the display
device 155 may include an LCD, OLED, or other thin screen
display surface, a monitor, television, projector, a display
integrated into wearable glasses, or any other device that
visually depicts user interfaces and data to viewers. As
described above, reports and/or other textual information
may be displayed to the user via the display device 155 such
that the user may then determine particular items of informa-
tion to select and/or delete.

The computing device 150 may also include or be inter-
faced to one or more input devices 156 which receive input
from users, such as a keyboard, trackball, mouse, 3D mouse,
drawing tablet, joystick, game controller, touch screen (for
example, capacitive or resistive touch screen), touchpad,
accelerometer, video camera and/or microphone. In an
embodiment, a user of the computing device 150 may provide
verbal inputs and/or commands to the computing device 150
via the microphone. For example, the computing device 150
may receive such audio inputs which may be determined by,
for example, the modules 151 in conjunction with the proces-
sor 152 to include verbal commands. The processor 152 may
then execute the one or more software modules 151 (for
example the rules engine 158), as described above, to select
and/or delete particular items of information (such as textual
information included in a node and/or subnode of a report or
other textual information as displayed on the display device
155). Additionally, as described above, in various embodi-
ments the user may provide commands to the system via the
keyboard and/or a combination of the keyboard and spoken
words.

The computing device 150 may also include one or more
interfaces 157 which allow information exchange between
computing device 150 and other computers and input/output
devices using systems such as Ethernet, Wi-Fi, Bluetooth, as
well as other wired and wireless data communications tech-
niques.

The modules of the computing device 150 may be con-
nected using a standard based bus system. In different
embodiments, the standard based bus system could be Periph-
eral Component Interconnect (“PCI”), PCI Express, Acceler-
ated Graphics Port (“AGP”), Micro channel, Small Computer
System Interface (“SCSI”), Industrial Standard Architecture
(“ISA”) and Extended ISA (“EISA”) architectures, for
example. In addition, the functionality provided for in the
components and modules of computing device 150 may be
combined into fewer components and modules or further
separated into additional components and modules.
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The computing device 150 may communicate and/or inter-
face with other systems and/or devices. In one or more
embodiments, the computing device 150 may be connected to
the computer network 190. The computer network 190 may
take various forms. It may include a wired network or a
wireless network, or it may be some combination of both. The
computer network 190 may be a single computer network, or
it may be a combination or collection of different networks
and network protocols. For example, the computer network
190 may include one or more local area networks (LAN),
wide area networks (WAN), personal area networks (PAN),
cellular or data networks, and/or the Internet.

The computing device 150 may be configured to interface
with various networked computing devices via the network
190 in order to provide efficient and useful review of data. The
server 170 may include any computing device, such as image
acquisition and/or storage devices from which the computing
device 150 accesses image data that is usable to generate 3D
images for display in the manner described above.

Depending on the embodiment, the other devices illus-
trated in FIG. 9 may include some or all of the same compo-
nents discussed above with reference to the computing device
150.

ADDITIONAL EMBODIMENTS

Any process descriptions, elements, or blocks in the flow
diagrams described herein and/or depicted in the attached
figures should be understood as potentially representing mod-
ules, segments, or portions of code which include one or more
executable instructions (as described below) for implement-
ing specific logical functions or steps in the process. Alternate
implementations are included within the scope of the embodi-
ments described herein in which elements or functions may
be deleted, executed out of order from that shown or dis-
cussed, including substantially concurrently (for example,
through multi-threaded processing, interrupt processing, or
multiple processors or processor cores or on other parallel
architectures) or in reverse order, depending on the function-
ality involved.

Any of the methods and processes described above may be
partially or fully embodied in, and partially or fully auto-
mated via, logic instructions, software code instructions, and/
or software code modules executed by one or more general
purpose processors and/or application-specific processors
(also referred to as “computer devices,” “computing devices,”
“hardware computing devices,” “hardware processors,” and
the like). For example, the methods described herein may be
performed as software instructions are executed by, and/or in
response to software instruction being executed by, one or
more hardware processors and/or any other suitable comput-
ing devices. The software instructions and/or other execut-
able code may be read from a tangible computer-readable
medium. A tangible computer-readable medium is a data
storage device that can store data that is readable by a com-
puter system and/or computing devices. Examples of com-
puter-readable mediums include read-only memory (ROM),
random-access memory (RAM), other volatile or non-vola-
tile memory devices, DVD-ROMs, CD-ROMs, magnetic
tape, flash drives, and/or optical data storage devices. Accord-
ingly, a software module may reside in RAM memory, flash
memory, ROM memory, EPROM memory, EEPROM
memory, registers, hard disk, solid state drive, a removable
disk, a CD-ROM, a DVD-ROM, and/or any other form of a
tangible computer-readable storage medium.

Additionally, any of the methods and processes described
above may be partially or fully embodied in, and partially or
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fully automated via, electronic hardware (for example, logic
circuits, hardware processors, and/or the like). For example,
the various illustrative logical blocks, methods, routines, and
the like described in connection with the embodiments dis-
closed herein may be implemented as electronic hardware,
computer software, or combinations of both. To clearly illus-
trate this, various illustrative components, blocks, modules,
and steps have been described above generally in terms of
their functionality. Whether such functionality is imple-
mented as hardware or software depends upon the particular
application and design constraints imposed on the overall
system. The described functionality may be implemented in
varying ways for each particular application, but such imple-
mentation decisions should not be interpreted as causing a
departure from the scope of the disclosure.

Many variations and modifications may be made to the
above-described embodiments, the elements of which are to
be understood as being among other acceptable examples. All
such modifications and variations are intended to be included
herein within the scope of this disclosure. The foregoing
description details certain embodiments of the disclosure. It
will be appreciated, however, that no matter how detailed the
foregoing appears in text, the invention can be practiced in
many ways. As is also stated above, the use of particular
terminology when describing certain features or aspects of
the disclosure should not be taken to imply that the terminol-
ogy is being re-defined herein to be restricted to including any
specific characteristics of the features or aspects of the inven-
tion with which that terminology is associated.

Conditional language, such as, among others, “can,
“could,” “might,” “may,” “for example,” and the like, unless
specifically stated otherwise, or otherwise understood within
the context as used, is generally intended to convey that
certain embodiments include, while other embodiments do
not include, certain features, elements and/or steps. Thus,
such conditional language is not generally intended to imply
that features, elements and/or steps are in any way required
for one or more embodiments or that one or more embodi-
ments necessarily include logic for deciding, with or without
user input or prompting, whether these features, elements
and/or steps are included or are to be performed in any par-
ticular embodiment. The terms “comprising,” “including,”
“having,” and the like are synonymous and are used inclu-
sively, in an open-ended fashion, and do not exclude addi-
tional elements, features, acts, operations, and so forth.

Conjunctive language such as the phrase “at least one of X,
Y, and Z,” or “at least one of X, Y, or Z.” unless specifically
stated otherwise, is to be understood with the context as used
in general to convey that an item, term, etc. may be either X,
Y, or Z, or a combination thereof. For example, the term “or”
is used in its inclusive sense (and not in its exclusive sense) so
that when used, for example, to connect a list of elements, the
term “or’” means one, some, or all of the elements in the list.
Thus, such conjunctive language is not generally intended to
imply that certain embodiments require at least one of X, at
least one of Y, and at least one of Z to each be present.

While the above detailed description has shown, described,
and pointed out novel features as applied to various embodi-
ments, it may be understood that various omissions, substi-
tutions, and changes in the form and details of the devices or
processes illustrated may be made without departing from the
spirit of the disclosure. As may be recognized, certain
embodiments of the inventions described herein may be
embodied within a form that does not provide all of the
features and benefits set forth herein, as some features may be
used or practiced separately from others. The scope of certain
inventions disclosed herein is indicated by the appended
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claims rather than by the foregoing description. All changes
which come within the meaning and range of equivalency of
the claims are to be embraced within their scope.

What is claimed is:

1. A computing system comprising:

an electronic display configured to display items of textual

information, the items of textual information including
one or more headings;

amicrophone configured to receive audio input from a user

of the computing system;

one or more computer processors in communication with

the electronic display and the microphone and config-
ured to execute software instructions; and

one or more storage devices in communication with the one

or more computer processors and storing a rule set and
software instructions, wherein the rule set includes
selected text action rules, and wherein the software
instructions are configured for execution by the one or
more computer processors in order to cause the system
to:
display, on the electronic display, the items of textual
information to the user;
receive, from the user via the microphone, an audio input
including at least a command and a heading identifier;
in response to receiving the command and the heading
identifier, determine, based on the rule set, a first item
of textual information following a heading associated
with the heading identifier, wherein the first item of
textual information includes one or more subhead-
ings;
select, based on the rule set, the first item of textual
information; and
in response to determining, based on the selected text
action rules, that the first item of textual information is
to be deleted or replaced:
determine the one or more subheadings and textual
information associated with each of the one or
more subheadings; and
delete or replace the textual information associated
with each of the one or more subheadings but not
the one or more subheadings.

2. The computing system of claim 1, wherein the rule set
further includes heading identification rules, and wherein the
heading associated with the heading identifier is determined
based on the heading identification rules.

3. The computing system of claim 1, wherein the rule set
further includes text selection rules, and wherein the first item
of textual information is determined based on the text selec-
tion rules.

4. The computing system of claim 3, wherein the software
instructions are further configured to cause the system to:

in response to determining, based on the selected text

action rules, that the first item of textual information
including the one or more subheadings are to be deleted
or replaced, delete or replace the first item of textual
information including the one or more subheadings.

5. The computing system of claim 4, wherein the software
instructions are further configured to cause the system to:

in response to the first item of textual information being

deleted or replaced, position a cursor at a beginning of a
previous location of the first item of textual information.

6. A computing system comprising:

an electronic display configured to display items of textual

information, the items of textual information including
one or more headings;

amicrophone configured to receive audio input from a user

of the computing system;
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one or more computer processors in communication with
the electronic display and the microphone and config-
ured to execute software instructions; and

one or more storage devices in communication with the one

or more computer processors and storing a rule set and

software instructions configured for execution by the

one or more computer processors in order to cause the

system to:

display, on the electronic display, the items of textual
information to the user;

receive, from the user via the microphone, an audio input
including at least a command and a heading identifier;

in response to receiving the command and the heading
identifier, determine, based on the rule set, a first item
of textual information following a heading associated
with the heading identifier;

select, based on the rule set, the first item of textual
information;

receive, from the user via the microphone, a second
audio input including at least the command and a
subheading identifier;

in response to receiving the command and the subhead-
ing identifier, determine, based on the rule set, a sec-
ond item of textual information following a subhead-
ing associated with the subheading identifier; and

select, based on the rule set, the second item of textual
information.

7. The computing system of claim 6, wherein the rule set
includes selected text action rules, and wherein the software
instructions are further configured to cause the system to:

in response to determining, based on the selected text

action rules, that the second item of textual information
is to be deleted or replaced, delete or replace the second
item of textual information; and

in response to determining, based on the selected text

action rules, that the second item of textual information
is to be replaced, replace the second item of textual
information.

8. The computing system of claim 7, wherein the items of
textual information comprise a medical report.

9. A computer-implemented method comprising:

under direction of one or more hardware processors con-

figured with specific software instructions,

receiving, from a user interacting with a textual record

including one or more nodes and one or more subnodes,
a first input including a command and a node identifier;
in response to receiving the command and the node iden-
tifier:
identifying, based on the node identifier, a node of the
textual record associated with the node identifier;
determining a first portion of the textual record related to
the identified node; and
selecting the first portion of the textual record;
receiving, from the user interacting with the textual record,
a second input including the command and a subnode
identifier; and

in response to receiving the command and the subnode

identifier:

identifying, based on the subnode identifier, a subnode
of the textual record associated with the subnode
identifier;

determining a second portion of the textual record
related to the identified subnode; and

selecting the second portion of the textual record.

10. The computer-implemented method of claim 9,
wherein determining the first portion of the textual record is
based on one or more selection rules, and wherein the one or
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more selection rules include at least one of: a rule useable to
identify a node, a rule useable to identify a start point and end
point of the first portion of the textual record, or an action to
take with respect to the first portion of the textual record.

11. The computer-implemented method of claim 10,
wherein the action to take with respect to the first portion of
the textual record includes at least one of: selection, replace-
ment, or deletion.

12. The computer-implemented method of claim 9 further
comprising:

under direction of the one or more hardware processors

configured with specific software instructions,

further in response to receiving the command and the node

identifier:
deleting the first portion of the textual record.

13. The computer-implemented method of claim 12,
wherein a cursor is placed at a previous location of the deleted
first portion of the textual record after the first portion of the
textual record is deleted.

14. The computer-implemented method of claim 9,
wherein the textual record further includes one or more sub-
nodes, and wherein the first portion of the textual record
includes a subnode.

15. The computer-implemented method of claim 9,
wherein the first input comprises a verbal first portion and
tactile first portion.

16. The computer-implemented method of claim 9,
wherein the first input comprises a key press input and an
audio input.

17. The computer-implemented method of claim 9,
wherein the one or more nodes comprise headings in a medi-
cal report.

18. A non-transitory computer-readable storage medium
storing computer-executable instructions that, when executed
by a computer system, configure the computer system to
perform operations comprising:

displaying, on an electronic display, a textual record

including one or more nodes and one or more subnodes;

receiving, from a user interacting with the textual record, a

first input including a command and a first identifier;
in response to receiving the command and the first identi-
fier:
identifying, based on a set of rules and the first identifier,
a node of the textual record associated with the first
identifier;
determining a first portion of the textual record related to
the identified node; and
selecting the first portion of the textual record;
receiving, from the user interacting with the textual record,
a second input including the command and a second
identifier; and

inresponse to receiving the command and the second iden-

tifier:

identifying, based on the set of rules and the second
identifier, a subnode of the textual record associated
with the second identifier;

determining a second portion of the textual record
related to the identified subnode; and

selecting the second portion of the textual record.

19. The non-transitory computer-readable storage medium
of claim 18, wherein the set of rules includes a first subset of
rules usable for identifying a node and a second subset of
rules usable for identifying a subnode.

20. The non-transitory computer-readable storage medium
of claim 18, wherein the identified node or subnode is asso-
ciated with a plurality of respective subnodes or sub-subn-
odes, and wherein the computer system is further configured
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to perform operations comprising, in response to receiving
the command and the respective first or second identifier:
selecting a particular one of the plurality of respective
subnodes or sub-subnodes associated with the identified
node or subnode;
determining a third portion of the textual record related to
the selected one of the plurality of respective subnodes
or sub-subnodes; and
selecting the third portion of the textual record related to
the selected one of the plurality of respective subnodes
or sub-subnodes.
21. A computer-implemented method comprising:
under direction of one or more hardware processors con-
figured with specific software instructions,
displaying, on an electronic display, a textual record
including one or more nodes and one or more subnodes;
receiving, from a user interacting with the textual record, a
first input including a command, a node identifier, and a
first subnode identifier;
in response to receiving the command, the node identifier,
and the first subnode identifier:
identifying, based on the node identifier, a node of the
textual record associated with the node identifier;
identifying, based on the first subnode identifier, a first
subnode of the identified node, the first subnode asso-
ciated with the first subnode identifier; and
determining a first portion of the textual record related to
the identified first subnode;
receiving, from the user, a second input including the com-
mand and a second subnode identifier; and
in response to receiving the command and the second sub-
node identifier:
identifying, based on the second subnode identifier, a
second subnode of the identified node, the second
subnode associated with the second subnode identi-
fier; and
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determining a second portion of the textual record
related to the identified second subnode.

22. The computer-implemented method of claim 21,
wherein the first portion of the textual record is determined
based on a set of rules including criteria from identifying
nodes, subnodes, and portions of the textual record associated
with subnodes.

23. The computer-implemented method of claim 21,
wherein further in response to receiving the command, the
node identifier, and the first subnode identifier, the deter-
mined first portion of the textual record is deleted or replaced.

24. The computer-implemented method of claim 21,
wherein the textual record contains a third subnode of a
second node having a same identifier as the identified second
subnode.

25. The computer-implemented method of claim 21 further
comprising:

under direction of the one or more hardware processors

configured with specific software instructions,
receiving, from the user, a third input including the com-
mand and a third subnode identifier; and

in response to receiving the command and the third subn-

ode identifier, and determining, based on the third sub-

node identifier, that no third subnode of the identified

node exists that is associated with the third subnode

identifier:

identifying, based on the third subnode identifier, a
fourth subnode of a node different from the identified
node, the fourth subnode associated with the third
subnode identifier; and

determining a third portion of the textual record related
to the identified fourth subnode.
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